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Kristin Smedley is the Best Selling author of Thriving Blind: Stories of Real People Succeeding

Without Sight and Brilliantly Resilient: Reset, Rise and Reveal Your Brilliance.  A recognized

expert in the blindness and rare disease communities, Kristin won the highly regarded

Champion of Hope Award and was named an Ambassador for the National Organization of

Rare Disorders.  Kristin is a popular, in demand speaker who has been invited to share her

message internationally. 

As CEO of a global patient organization,  she coordinated legislation (H.R. #625) that

became the first in US history to be submitted in Braille. Kristin spoke at the FDA to help

achieve the first ever FDA approved gene therapy to treat an inherited retinal disease in the

United States. Her TEDx Talk, book and international summit change perceptions of blindness,

and sparked a global movement, Thriving Blind Academy, that is solving the unemployment,

literacy, and financial crisis in the blind the community. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Kristin co-founded Brilliantly Resilient to help people come

through life’s challenges and setbacks brilliant, not broken. 

 Meet Kristin
TEDx Speaker, Best Selling Author,
Creator of Thriving Blind Academy 
Co-Founder of Brilliantly Resilient 



KRISTIN HAS BEEN FEATURED ON:



HIGHLIGHTS OF ORGANIZATIONS WHERE
KRISTIN HAS SHARED HER MESSAGE:

Watch Kristin's 
Speaker Reel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24q8VAopldk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24q8VAopldk


     Thriving Blind will transform your idea of what is possible for people who encounter a

devastating disability or life challenge and will catapult your motivation to set extraordinary

expectations for your own life.

     Author Kristin Smedley’s journey began with devastation and tears after her two sons were

diagnosed as blind when they were each just four months old. Eventually, she met a few

people would who change her perception of what is possible for those navigating the world

without sight. Those role models were the tipping point for Kristin and her sons to move from

surviving blindness, to thriving. Thriving Blind introduces the reader to thirteen of those pivotal

people--including a reality tv star, YouTube sensation and Teacher of the Year!

Kristin's Book

Thriving Blind: Stories of Real
People Succeeding Without Sight

#1 New Release
#2 Best Seller
Foreword by Erik Weihenmayer

Director, National 
Institutes of Health!



Blindness Awareness

Success Principles

Seeing Adversity as an Asset

Disability/Inclusion

Resilience

Inspiration and Motivation

All presentations are customized to your learning outcome goals and can be IN 

PERSON or VIRTUAL.

Kristin's most popular presentations relate to the following topics/themes (descriptions of 

her most popular programs can be found on the pages that follow): 

Programs Overview

Kristin was an elementary school teacher before she left the classroom to teach the world about 

blindness and resilience.  Her school presentations are her favorite ones to do (shhhh, don't tell her 

corporate clients!) 

 
**Bulk Book Discounts**

Kristin's books are available for a bulk order discount with every presentation and can 

be autographed in advance or at the event.  Be sure to mention your interest in this 

when hiring Kristin!

 



ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Hear real stories of Kristin's 
blind sons and how they 
learned (and taught her!) to 
see blindness positively and 
succeed without sight
Explore the success 
principles that will help 
them see their challenges 
as opportunities
Learn the importance of 
asking for help and being 
available to help others
Understand that people 
with blindness/low vision 
are just like them - they just 
access the world a little 
differently
Smile and laugh A LOT!

Participants will:

WHAT I SEE IS UP TO ME!

KEY PRINCIPLES FOR SEEING CHALLENGES 
DIFFERENTLY & BEING RESILIENT 

TAKEAWAYS
 

Take 100% Responsibility
Believe It's Possible
Believe In Yourself
Ask For Help 
and more (depending on ages and time)

Children face challenges that many times seem too 
big and too much. In addition, most children feel 
they have no control over anything in their life, 
especially nowadays.

Kristin teaches young students that how they see 
themselves and their challenges are in their control - 
and she guides them, with hilarious stories and 
serious lessons, to adopt and practice success 
principles to move forward and be resilient. 

With stories about her two blind sons and sighted 
daughter, Kristin gets the children engaged and 
excited about principles like:

This is a NEW presentation for 2022 and is based on 
Jack Canfield's Success Principles book (Kristin Co- 
Founded a nonprofit organization with a certified 
Success Principles Trainer.)
Click the link above to see the video the  
Hillsborough Public Schools created about this 
presentation at one of their schools.

 

CLICK to WATCH Hillsborough Schools Recap of Kristin's Visit

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH10gHnKsAQ


MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL

Learn how to maintain a
thriving mindset no matter
the challenge/crisis
Understand how ordinary
expectations keep us stuck
and extraordinary
expectations move us
forward
Understand the role our
inherent bias plays in our
impact on our lives and
others
 See the impact of our
perceptions have on our
expectations and
outcomes

Participants will:

SEE: Set Extraordinary Expectations
HOW TO REFRAME CHALLENGES & SETBACKS
AND ADOPT A THRIVING MINDSET

CLICK TO WATCH KRISTIN'S TEDx TALK

TAKEAWAYS
 

Everyone is facing a challenge that, no matter the 
actual “size,” seems too big to bear. Many people 
talk about facing fears, rising above the challenge, 
muscling up and being a “badass.” But how do you 
start? Where do you start? And what if your 
circumstance seems just too challenging?

Kristin teaches participants that their Perception of 
their challenge is driving their experiences, good or 
bad. It is how we SEE the problem/crisis that directly 
impacts whether we stay stuck in a setback, or 
launch a great comeback. As Kristin demonstrates 
through stories from her own journey, a proper 
perception enables us to Set Extraordinary 
Expectations, and ultimately, cause positive 
outcomes.  Kristin guides participants to think outside 
of what is typically expected, to move from ordinary 
expectations to extraordinary, and thrive no matter 
the challenges that come along.   

This is the most popular of Kristin’s presentations, 
likely due to Kristin’s unique way of empowering  
participants to insert their own challenges into her 
formula to thrive. In this program, Kristin moves 
people from hopeless to hope fueled, equipping all
to be the hero of their own journey.  The comment 
Kristin hears most often after this SEE presentation is: 
“You just changed my life.”

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH10gHnKsAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH10gHnKsAQ


FOR TEACHERS & ADMINISTRATORS

Explain how negative bias 
about disability, NOT the 
disability itself, is a 
barrier to thriving and 
success. 
Describe how disability is 
a catalyst to develop skills 
needed for success.
List skills that people that 
are blind have that give 
them an edge over 
sighted counterparts.
List ways companies that 
hire people with 
disabilities have an edge 
over their competitors. 

Participants will:

The Edge:An Innovative Look at Disability
See How the Skills Learned Through Succeeding Without Sight 
Give People and Companies The Edge Over Competitors

CLICK TO WATCH KRISTIN'S SPEAKER REEL

TAKEAWAYS
 

If you are looking for a new, convincing point of
view about disability delivered in a fun, uplifting 
and engaging way, this is the session you’ve been 
waiting for! 

In this program, Kristin Smedley will take you  
through the journey of a person that is thriving with 
blindness, highlighting how they developed and 
honed critical skills of a high valued employee, 
long before and at a higher success rate than their 
sighted counterparts. Kristin uses stories of her 
own successful blind sons and fellow mentors in 
Thriving Blind Academy to demonstrate her unique 
point of view.

Not only will Kristin open your mind to the fact that 
people that are blind  have an edge over their 
peers/colleagues in several areas, she’ll convince 
you that companies with blind and disabled 
employees have an edge over their 
competition.

A recent tweet during one of Kristin's presentation: 
"What a storyteller on my screen right now at 
#AHRAClimb online. @kristinsmedley
sharing her experience, wisdom, and empathy. 
Incredible strength during this last session of the 
day. I'm blown away." - Association for Medical 
Imaging Management Conference attendee

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE8pw0V0aE/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH10gHnKsAQ
https://twitter.com/hashtag/AHRAClimb?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/KristenSmedley


KRISTIN’S PRESENTATIONS ARE:

PRACTICAL
Your students and staff will receive practical tools and strategies to immediately implement to 

reframe challenges . Kristin's program is a strategic process for achieving results both during 

and after challenges to move forward in focus, not fear. Your audience will leave empowered 

and inspired.

 

EMPOWERING
Your students and staff will be empowered. Kristin has navigated and managed severe crises 

and challenges to ultimately succeed and thrive,. Her stories and strategies serve as a 

tremendous guide for others. 

ENTERTAINING
Your students and staff will laugh, learn, and delight in Kristin's  unique personality and

presentation style. With compelling and entertaining personal stories and insights, this 

dynamic speaker with teach your participants to look at life differently while having fun!  With 

the experience of speaking on hundreds of stages in multiple countries, Kristin  knows how to 

connect with her audience and leave them wanting more. Your school will LOVE her!

CUSTOMIZED
Your students and staff will know Kristin is speaking directly to THEM. Every  one of her 

presentations is customized so the content is most relevant for the client’s needs. Kristin will 

work with you to determine your school's needs and priorities, creating a presentation that 

uniquely serves you. Plus, Kristin and her team are experienced and super easy to work with.

ACTIONABLE
Your students and staff will leave eager to act and surmount challenges. Kristin has a unique 

ability to motivate people to action with renewed energy. The simple steps she teaches can be 

immediately implemented to begin positive forward momentum. 

5 Reasons You 
Should Book 

Kristin Smedley to 
Visit Your School

 



To Hire Kristin Smedley
Contact:

ThrivingBlind@gmail.com
 

Visit Us:
www.KristinSmedley.com
Facebook: ThrivingBlind

Instagram: @KristinSmedley
Twitter: @KristinSmedley
LinkedIn: Kristin Smedley

 


