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Kristin Smedley is a TEDx speaker that has inspired audiences all over the world about blindness, perceptions and

Of all the programs that Kristin does, the school visits, whether in person or virtual, are her most
favorite! She planned her whole life to be a teacher and impact thousands of children. Kristin was having the
time of her life in the classroom when she suddenly had to walk away from her dream to instead teach her
two blind sons how to navigate a world they could not see. Michael and Mitchell are college students now
resilience.

having more success than she ever imagined (she has been to Nashville to attend her oldest son’s album release
party and to Colorado to see her younger son compete at the Olympic Training Center!) Kristin enjoys sharing
their journey and their many fun stories as well as those featured in her book Thriving Blind with

ages.

students of all

Kristin's Most Popular School Programs:
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: How Blind People Succeed in a Sighted World
With real life examples and stories about her blind sons and friends, Kristin shows students that
blind people are just like the rest of us, they just do some things differently. Students love
hearing how Kristin's sons use their iPhones, access textbooks without actually having to carry a
book, and so much more. This is one of Kristin's favorite programs because by the end of the
session, eyes and minds are wide open!

Helen Keller, Louis Braille, Erik Weihenmeyer Curriculum
Enhancement
Many schools, especially in the United States, introduce students to one or all of these
extraordinary people. Kristin's book and program are a perfect extension of units like
this. She brings a very real, current day perspective on living with blindness, complete
with examples of those highlighted in her book Thriving Blind. As a fun bonus, Erik
wrote the forward for Kristin's book and they are friends. That is one of those "WOW"
moments that Kristin enjoys revealing to children that study Erik!

How I Became a Best Selling Author (When I Couldn't Stand
Writing!)
This presentation causes lots of smiles and ah-ha moments! Kristin talks candidly
about her author journey, including overcoming perfection and self doubt. She can
deep dive into the technical parts of creating a book, creating a team to help
produce it, the process of self publishing, as well as other related topics in the writing
process depending on the goals of the session.

www.KristinSmedley.com
“The visit was a huge success! My students had a ton of
questions to ask Kristin and she welcomed each and every
one of them. They learned so much from her. The visit taught
my students about overcoming the odds and not letting
anything stop you. It was a visit they will never forget.”
- Sherri, Teacher, Florida

“I enjoyed your presentation at Villa Joseph
Marie High School. It was very inspirational
with many life lessons."
- M.F.M. Participant

"I want to be an author now!"
- Third Grade Student

Book Kristin Now!
IN ADDITION TO CLASSROOM & WHOLE
SCHOOL PROGRAMS, Kristin also provides
presentations/mini-seminars for teachers to
address perceptions and expectations of all
learners, especially those with special needs.
This program is tailored specifically to each
school. Send an email to
ThrivingBlind@gmail.com if interested to bring
this program to your school or district!

www.KristinSmedley.com

About the Creator of the Thriving Blind
Movement:
Kristin Smedley’s mantra is “Life is funny…sort of.” Her fun-loving spirit and energetic personality
guided her life in the direction of a career in teaching. But fate had other plans. In 2000, Kristin
found herself shockingly dealt a double dose of darkness. Her firstborn son, Michael, was diagnosed
as legally blind when he was just four months old. Once known for her smile, Kristin found herself
devastated and angry. Yet fate wasn’t finished. Three years later, Kristin received another blow when
her second son, Mitchell, was also diagnosed as legally blind too.
Kristin knew she needed to overcome anxiety, worry, and obstacles for the sake of her sons, but she
had no idea how to proceed. Yet, knowing that Michael and Mitchell needed their mother to fight for
them, Kristin began advocating for the tools her blind children needed. As Kristin found and equipped
her boys with the resources to help them thrive, they not only took on the world, but changed
Kristin’s perception of blindness. With the right foundation and a multitude of resources and tools,
her children have become popular, accomplished athletes, high-achieving students, talented
musicians, and International Braille competition finalists. And they are just getting started.

Highlights of Kristin's journey thus far:
2x Best Selling Author of Thriving Blind: Stories of Real People Succeeding Without
Sight (#1 New Release, #2 Best Seller) AND Brilliantly Resilient (Top 100 Best Seller)
2019 Champion of Hope Award Winner
Achieved the first legislation in US history to be submitted in Braille (H.Res #625)
TEDx Talk changing perceptions of blindness
Partnered with Comcast media to spread awareness of the inclusive X1 product
One of twelve people in the world invited to testify before the US FDA to advocate
for the approval of the first-ever gene therapy to reverse blindness.
Pennsylvania Ambassador for the National Organization of Rare Disorders (NORD).

